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Oberweis studies drug problems in society
For decades now, Americans have
been hearing about a so-called “war
on drugs” being waged by both law
enforcement and politicians. Yet, this
“war” does not seem to have an end in
sight. Someone who has an idea of why
efforts to eradicate drugs have failed
is Trish Oberweis, an associate professor in the department of sociology and
criminal justice at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.
“As someone who has looked at
the available research, we are never
going to be able to deal with our appetite for drugs if criminalization is the
only tool that we use,” said Oberweis,
who teaches a class on drug policy.
“We spend a good deal of time looking at the way that drug education in
America shapes and defines our ideas
about drug use without necessarily
sticking with just the facts. We lump
things together that perhaps shouldn’t
be lumped together. We paint a picture
of drugs as all one big bad thing, without taking time to sort of peel apart
some of the important distinctions.
Marijuana is not the same as heroin,
alcohol or tobacco. But in our drug
education we tend to categorize all of
those things together.”
Born in Aurora, Ill., Oberweis
received her bachelor ’s degree in sociology from North Central College of
Illinois, and her master ’s degree and
doctorate from the school of justice
studies at Arizona State University. It
was while growing up in Aurora that
she witnessed firsthand how the drug
problem – and its relationship to crime
– affected her community. Her interest
in criminal justice, she said, started
in the hallways of her high school.
There are data to suggest, she said,
that for some drugs there is a pretty
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Dr. Trish Oberweis at her office.
clear connection between drug use and
violence.
“Interestingly though, the highest on
the list is alcohol, and we do not criminalize it. So clearly there are connec-

tions between alcohol, cocaine, methamphetamines, possibly heroin and
violent crime,” she explained. “But the
connection between drug use and other
kinds of crimes is more difficult to

establish. The research is just ambiguous.” So what is the answer to the drug
problem? As Oberweis explained, it will
require efforts beyond the mere criminalization of drugs. Such an approach,

she said, can be found in Western
Europe, where rehabilitation is a key
component to drug policies.
“I think it is difficult to argue that
criminalization works better at dealing
with drug problems than rehabilitation does,” she said. “There is a lot of
emotion behind the issue. People who
look at addicts are frequently fearful
of doing something other than punish
them, afraid that if we do not send a
strong punishment message that we are
not doing what we could be doing to
keep people from going down that path
in the first place.” But incarceration,
Oberweis said, will by itself never be an
effective policy.
And what about our society’s permissive attitude toward nicotine and alcohol? “Every year half a million people
die because of tobacco related cancers
and other similar diseases, whereas the
number of people who die as a result of
consuming marijuana does not register
on a statistical scale,” she explained.
“Even alcohol is substantially more
risky, even Tylenol is substantially more
risky when you look at the national statistics of causes of death. The fact that
our policy allows one and not the other
raises all sorts of questions about the
political nature of our policy.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday
morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He
can be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@
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Eighth grader Justin Schwarz checks seventh grader Daniel Lin’s registration card in Tuesday’s mock election at Liberty Middle
School.
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“Everyone is doing a little bit,” Emling said.
“Millie Seiler’s classes have been learning about
voting rights, the amendments and who can vote.
And everybody is doing a little bit of the election
process teaching about the electoral college along
the way - which normally we’d teach that in some
other place in the curriculum throughout the
year, but there’s no better time to teach this stuff
than when it’s real world.”
It’s a once-every-four-years teaching opportunity in not only social studies but other middle
school curriculum as well. For example, Emling’s
eighth grade language arts class used the presidential candidates as the subject for research projects. “For extra credit they made campaign signs
too,” Emling noted. “So we’ll put those up in the
commons for people to look at and give them real
information – some facts.”
Both Emling’s and Rachel Harris’s seventh and
eight grade social studies students have been
studying the election process since the beginning
of the school year. Both of their classes have
been doing first quarter weekly research projects
where students found and watched video of the
national conventions, read print articles or cut out
political cartoons and provided written summaries on the information. “They summarized them
and sort of analyzed what it all means and what
they thought of it,” Emling said. “We’ve also
watched a lot of videos in here - some "Saturday
Night Live" spoofs and some campaign ads that
are just crazy. The kids see some of this stuff for
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The event is free to the public, however, seating reservations are required due to the
overwhelming success of Nunes’

what it is – how silly some of it is – how outrageous some of it is.”
Emling also pointed out that the students
get very passionate about the issues and will
argue their point of view. “It’s fun to see them
so passionate. The challenge is to make sure
they understand what they are saying. They
want to argue one side the way they’ve heard
it, but then they need to hear the other side,”
she said.
In an effort to help the students understand the
election process, the teachers host a mock presidential election. Students in all three grade levels
registered to vote in their social studies classes
by signing a roll sheet and filling out a voter’s
registration card to simulate the actual voter’s
registration process. “So they have a registration
card that they are supposed to keep. But like an
election, you don’t have to have your registration
card to vote, you just have to show up and be able
to sign like your signature was on the original
roll sheet. We don’t have any voter ID laws here
in school,” Emling said in jest. “All students are
eligible to vote.”
Emling’s eighth grade social studies students
ran the election which took place in the auditorium.
The remaining sixth through eighth
graders came down to the polling center during
their social studies classes. As they arrived, they
checked in, were given a ballot and voted in
polling booths made from setting file folders up
on tables. Students then placed their ballots in a
ballot box before heading back to class.
“They are very excited to know the outcome.
They are pretty excited to think they have some
power,” Emling said. “The whole process is so
empowering, and I think that’s the important lesson. Some adults have never voted in their lives

prior engagements. Call Martin
at 288-7271 or email her at smartin@glen-carbon.il.us
After hours, please leave name,
phone number and number of
those attending and someone will
return the call.
Also on tap through the museum is the annual Christmas
Sing-a-Long, scheduled at 2

and they just don’t know what that’s like, and it’s
so important.”
Emling also pointed out that even at the age
of 12 or 13, the students have opportunities to
vote in class for different parties, and yes, that’s
fun, but the mock election is different. “If they
think that they are really having a say about what
they are hearing on TV – even though overall
it’s meaningless – just going through the process
makes them feel like they are a part of it. They
are learning how to do it,” Emling said.
“The goal is to simulate real life here and to
make them enthusiastic, and I hope that they take
it home with them and have these conversations
at home with their parents. Then later when they
turn 18, they’ll be excited to do it for real since
they’ve gone through the motions here,” Emling
said. “We only get this opportunity once every
four years when it’s a big deal but there’s a lot
more voting opportunities. Not everybody takes
advantage of those. I just hope going through
the motions that they learn they should do this as
adults too and get involved.”
“This election is like no other that I have
witnessed and is interesting for the students,”
Harris said. “They are talking about the issues,
candidates, and making connections throughout
the day in all areas of the curriculum. Having
a mock election gives them the opportunity for
their voice to be heard.”
“And I just think it’s an important part of what
they need to know from school – part of social
studies is learning about the political process and
how to be involved. And voting is the least we
can do,” Emling added.
An interesting side note: While it was a close
race all day, Mitt Romney eventually won with 51
percent of the student vote.

p.m. on Dec. 9 at the Yanda Log
Cabin.
Mr. and Mrs. Claus will make
an appearance and there will be
cookies and hot apple cider.
On Dec. 15, the museum will
host its annual Christmas Open
House from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Four Christmas trees from different periods in American his-

tory will be displayed.
While the open house is
going on, the Metro East Model
Railroad Club, located just across
the street from the museum, is
conducting an open house from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission is free to see the
club’s 18-foot by 27-foot railroad
in action.

“I brought a bunch of toys from my house and a huge Scooby Doo
that I won at Six Flags and different targets for the kids to hit balls at,”
Schickedanz explained. “And if they just wanted to pick up and throw tennis balls, we had snag equipment which are big plastic golf clubs where you
hit tennis balls so it’s a lot easier and good starting equipment for kids.”
“We took the kids through the stations, and we learned as we went,”
Schickedanz said about this first-ever endeavor. “It was more of an organic,
kind of evolving – not your standard clinic where you sounded a horn and
went from station to station in a clockwise fashion. We really let the kids
move around to the different stations at their own pace.”
Schickedanz also said that it was a learning experience for him in planning the event as well. Spencer T. Olin donated the facility for the camp
which was much appreciated, but camp insurance was necessary for the
four hours the participants would be engaged in the camp. “I had no idea
that the camp insurance for this would be so costly so I had to get some
sponsors. Apex Network Physical Therapy and Baugher Financial sponsored it and paid for the insurance for it. So I really appreciated that help,”
Schickedanz added.
The instructors and support help were made up of EHS boy’s golf team
members, District 7 staff Dene Schickedanz, Tina Schickedanz, and Sairee
Knabe, PGA Professional and Director of Golf Spencer T. Olin at Adam
Rockey, PGA Professional Steve Lotz and Edwardsville community member
Sue Ebersoldt. “It was really neat to have several members of the community and some friends of mine help out,” Schickedanz said.
He added that it was one of the best things that his golf team has ever
done. “It was a great experience. Even now we look back and sometimes
when we have a bad day on the course, I’ll remind the kids, no matter what,
you still get to walk around and play – this is golf – we’re just playing a
game here, and it kind of helps put things into perspective. There’s no
pouting on our team,” he emphasized.
The special needs camp is just one of many volunteer efforts the boy’s golf
team has participated in recently. In June they volunteered at the National
Veterans Golden Age Games to help disabled war veterans compete in golf.
The students helped veterans around the Spencer T. Olin golf course and
served as the official markers for the event.
Then in July they volunteered at the Allison’s Friends of Hope Cancer
Fundraiser that took place at Sunset Hills Golf Course. “It was great to get
out and help a great cause,” Schickedanz said. “The kids really liked interacting with the players and helping Mrs. Cassens anyway we can to raise
money for a wonderful cause.”
Schickedanz and his students are known for volunteering at EHS. At the
end of the 2011-12 school year, Schickedanz’s consumer education classes
raised $1,500 for a Worden family that lost everything in a house fire. “In
just a cultural moment talking about current events in my consumer education class, we talked about the importance of making sure that you know
your entire insurance policy – and how this house was insured but the contents weren’t,” he said. “And it just kind of took off. The students got the
idea that they wanted to help the family out. I kind of pointed them in the
right direction and we did our own little raffle outside of the classroom.”
Schickedanz said two senior students at the time, Will Zykan and Belinda
Hume, took ownership of the fundraiser and led the students in the collection.
“Community service is very important to our program which really
comes from the administration. It’s something that is very important to
Dr. Hightower and the board and that just synergizes through all of the
different groups that make up EHS – not just sports,” he emphasized. “I’m
originally from Alton. A graduate from Alton Marquette Catholic and from
someone who came from a Catholic school – I’ll be honest with you and
Marquette is great – but my kids, our students - whether it’s in the classroom or athletics, do so much more community service and are so mindful
of the world and the culture around them and their community and helping
out their neighbor. I’m not knocking Marquette at all, but just my personal
experience, I’m really amazed and really proud of the work we do here.”
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For Madison County, the bottom line is that the Probation Department will
receiving $176,896 less next year from the state.
Dallas made the announcement at the November meeting of the county’s
Judiciary Committee.
Mike Walters, a Republican member of the committee, chastised the state
for routinely failing to fund the state’s probation departments. State statutes
require that the expense of running probation departments be split evenly
between the counties and the state but figures show that the state has only
been picking up about 25 percent.
“It’s their responsibility and they’re even more short than they tell the public. They’re underfunding probation departments around the state,” Walters
said.
Dallas said that in 2009 the Madison Count Probation Department received
$2.8 million from the state; next year the department is set to receive about
$1.6 million. “It’s a significant hit that we’re taking,” Dallas said.

